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NEW & EXCITING TOURS FOR

CALL 416-265-3422 • TOLL FREE 1-877-937-3661 • www.travelgoodtimetours.com

Established 1987
Member BBB
Member RCCOnt Reg #4579025

CALL FOR FREE 2010 CATALOGUE OF NEW & FAVOURITE DESTINATIONS

• Deluxe accommodations  • Deluxe bus coach
• Fully escorted • Bingo, movies, snacks! • Single seniors welcome

• Offering day travel • No overnight driving!

777 Warden Ave., Unit 215, Toronto ON M1L 4C3

All tours are 
tax included!

NEW YORK, NY
Oct. 1-4, Nov. 12-15
$549PP DBL  $529 TRIP  $729 SGL

CHICAGO
Oct. 15-18
$549PP DBL  $529 TRIP  $699 SGL

ATLANTIC CITY 
& PHILADELPHIA
Oct. 17-20
$399 PP DBL  $379 TRIP  $598 SGL
$90 U.S. Coins *No Limo Home Pick Up

BOSTON,
PLYMOUTH ROCK
& CAPE COD
Oct. 22-25
$549 PP DBL  $529 TRIP $699 SGL

FRANKENMUTH
CHRISTMAS
Nov. 22-24
$399 PP DBL  $379 TRIP  $499 SGL

ORLANDO, FLORIDA
Dec. 26-Jan. 9, 2011
$845 PP DBL  $729 TRIP  $1,095 SGL
$449 per Child, Cancellation
Insurance Included.
*No Limo Home Pick Up

ATLANTIC CITY 2011
Jan. 2-6; Feb. 27-March 3
$375 PP DBL  $358 TRIP  $525 SGL

20102010
DAY TRIPS

CRANBERRY FALL 
COLOUR CRUISE 
HOT LUNCH
Sun. Oct. 3 - $95 PP
Thurs. Oct. 7 - $95 PP

ST. JACOBS & 
ELMIRA MENNONITE 
COMMUNITY TOUR
Sat. Oct. 9 - $50 PP

OCTOBERFEST
Thurs. Oct. 14 - $95 PP

NIAGARA FALLS
FESTIVAL OF 
LIGHTS
Wed. Dec. 1 - $75 PP

ATLANTIC CITY & PHILADELPHIA
4 DAYS - 3 NIGHTS 

October 17 - 20
No limousine home pick-up for this tour

BOSTON, PLYMOUTH ROCK 
& CAPE COD

4 DAYS - 3 NIGHTS 
October 23 - 26

3 nights deluxe accommodation at (Bally’s Casino on the Boardwalk)
3 breakfast vouchers & 1 dinner voucher

$90 US bonus from the casino 
New Outlet Mall (3 blocks from Bally’s) The Walk, with numerous Outlet 
stores & Restaurants. Guided tour of Philadelphia includes: Liberty Bell, 
House of Representatives, Christ church, Old Printing Shop Fairmont Park, 

also the steps “Rocky” ran up and much more!

ALL THIS FOR ONLY     $399 Dbl occ.    $379 Tpl occ.    $598 Sgl occ.

3 nights hotel accommodation - Brockton, Mass.
3 deluxe continental breakfasts

3 - 4 hours professionally guided tour of Boston
Free time at Quincy Markets, Visit Plymouth Rock and the Plymouth 
Colony — visit the Mayfl ower II. 8 Hour professionally guided tour of 
Cape Cod including, Hyannis, JFK Memorial, National Seashore & Park, 

Provincetown, Race Point (view a working lighthouse), Upper Cape, 
Sandwich, Mass (Hoxie House & Grist Mill) the Kennedy’s cottage 

ALL THIS FOR ONLY    $499 Dbl occ.    $479 Tpl occ.     $659 Sgl occ.

OVERNIGHT TOURS

o n • s t a g e

For a rock band to survive decades and still 
attract fans to their shows, it needs camerade-
rie, a continuing vision, energy, good luck – and 
it really, really helps to have had at least one 
monster hit.

That’s the way it is with the Kings, based in 
the Toronto area, still going strong in 2010 af-
ter 30-plus years, and at every performance, 
fans can be sure of hearing This Beat Goes On/
Switchin’ to Glide, the singalong 1980 hit that 
vaulted up the charts both in Canada and the 
United States.

The Kings have ardent fans right across the 
country and in the United States. Over the 
years they have performed in every province 
and more than 35 states.

“Most of our fan mail comes from the States, 
notes John Picard, aka Mister Zero. “Every 

week someone wants to tell us how they love 
our music and what it meant to them. That’s 
one of the main reasons we keep going. Playing 
original music is tough but the feedback from 
the audience and fans is a major factor why we 
continue to do this.”

Picard is the lead guitarist of the band and 
was born and raised in Oakville, Ont. along 
with two other original band members: David 
Diamond (bass, lead vocals) and Max Styles 
(drums). Picard met the fourth band mem-
ber, Sonny Keyes (keyboard, vocals), in Van-
couver and the two of them travelled back to 
Oakville “to put the band together.” Diamond 
and Picard became the band’s main songwrit-
ers, and since the beginning they have only 
performed their own original music. Today only 
Picard and Diamond remain from the original 
lineup, with Tod Reynolds and Peter Nunn now 
rounding out the group.

It was 30 years ago that the Kings had their 
greatest hit, the two-song-in-one medley This 
Beat Goes On/Switchin’ to Glide. It earned 
them an appearance on Dick Clark’s American 
Bandstand.

“We were signed with a major U.S. label and 
that’s the kind of promotion you get with the 
big boys,” says Picard. He says performing on 
Bandstand was really “a logical extension of 
another trip to L.A.”

Other lesser hits would follow, among them, 
If We Don’t Belong Together, Unstoppable and 
Should Have Been Me. Many of their record-
ings can now be found on itunes.

While Picard still calls the Kings a rock band, 
he says their music has evolved over the years. 
“We have lots of songs that are different stylisti-
cally as part of our growth as songwriters. Some 

are country-tinged, ballads, easy-listening and 
even jazzy. You can’t do the same things over 
and over. Our goal as writers is to try and shake 
it up a bit.”

One part of their evolution is to support chari-
table causes. Diamond and Picard have waived 
their personal fees for the Kings’ performance 
on Nov. 6 at Oakville’s Largest Rock ‘n Roll 
Party in support of the Children’s Dream Centre 
and Food Bank, part of Kerr Street Ministries. 

Event director Sandy Smeenk hopes that the 
Rock ‘n Roll Party, now in its seventh year, will 
one day become a coast-to-coast party that 
might generate the feelings of national pride 
that Canadians felt during the recent Winter 
Olympics. She envisions connecting communi-
ties across Canada on a single night and simul-
casting the event via giant TV screens, benefi t-
ing community charities.

In the meantime, Smeenk has landed a band 
with a history to entertain the local community 
on Nov. 6. Says Picard of the gig, “It seems like 
a good event and they have a great turnout, 
and something we enjoy doing is a well-orga-
nized event that people will go to. It makes it 
worthwhile for us.”

Oakville’s Largest Rock ‘n Roll Party takes 
place on Saturday, Nov. 6 at the OE Banquet 
Hall, 2245 Speers Road in Oakville (oeban-
quet.com).

The Kings’ reign continues
The pop rockers behind the 1980 super-
hit This Beat Goes On/Switchin’ to Glide 
roll on, pleasing an ardent fan base and 
helping out with a local charity when 
they can • By Wendy Peters

Original Kings vocallist Dave Diamond has 
stayed with the band for 30 years. (Kings photo)


